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Autònoma de Barcelona

andrea.lopez.incera@uab.cat

Project funded by Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union



Subject: Improving your language skills with AI
Activity duration: 45 min

Steps:

1. Class discussion (5 min)

2. Level assessment: Chat with an LLM (10 min)

3. Personalized lesson: LLM as language tutor (20 min)

4. Class discussion (10 min)

Learning goals:

� Improve in a language of your choice

� Prompting an LLM to create an individual lesson

Setup:

� Access to an LLM chat bot.

� Turn or the auto correct option in the LLM chat.
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AI as a language tutor
Improve in a language of your choice

Would you like to improve your language skills? In this lesson you experience how an
LLM can be your language tutor.

v Assignment 1: Initial Discussion

Discuss in small groups and be ready to share the answers in class:

� Have you ever tried learning a new language outside of school? How did you pro-
ceed?

� What is the best way to learn a new language?

� Have you ever used AI to help you with language? How?

� How can you imagine that AI could help you improve your language skills?

v Assignment 2: Level assessment Chat

In this assignment, you will have a written chat with an LLM chat bot in a language that
you are learning. Based on this chat, the model will try to find out what your language
level is and where you could still improve. First, answer the following questions.

� Question 1: Which language would you like to improve today?

� Question 2: What topic do you want to be able to talk about (more easily)
in that language?
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� Question 3: Are there specific kinds of grammar or vocabulary that you
find hard?

In the next 5–10 minutes, you will have a chat with an LLM about the topic you chose
in Question 2. The LLM will ask you questions, and you answer them. You can also
ask questions back. Pretend that you are having a chat with an actual language tutor.
During the chat, the LLM can figure out what your language level is, and use this to
create a specialized language lesson.

v a) Preparing the LLM as a Tutor
Complete the following prompt by filling in the [italic parts], and give it to the LLM.

ç Prompt

Act as my language tutor. I am a high school student learning [language, answer ?? ]
and want to improve. I want to focus on improving: [fill in your answer from ?? , or
remove this sentence if you don’t know]. Have a conversation with me where you act
as my human conversation partner and tutor. The goal of the conversation is for you
to figure out what level my language is and what I still need to work on. The topic of
the conversation is: [fill in your answer from ?? ]. Keep initial instructions short and
in English. Then, immediately start with a greeting and one easy question about the
topic in the language I am learning. You can correct my answer shortly if it contained
mistakes. For the explanation of the correction, use English as the main language.
Then, go back to the conversation in the learning language and respond to me in
maximum 100 words with an answer and a new question. Only increase the level if
the level of my answers allows you to, and try to mimic my language level. Never give
me any example answers to your questions. The goal is that I come up with answers
myself, potentially make mistakes, and you help me learn. The conversation should
be in the language I am learning, but please write any other messages in English.
After chatting for a while, I will ask you to create a specialized language lesson for
me.

v b) Chat with the LLM for 5-10 minutes Have a chat with the AI system. Some
tips:

3



� Make sure that the auto correct option in your chatbox is turned off: you should
be able to make mistakes!

� If you do not understand what the LLM is writing, please tell it so in your language
of choice. This can be English but also your mother tongue. For example, you can
say:

This is too hard for me to understand. I will now start say something to you
in the language, please wait for it. Please respond in a similar level afterwards.

Then, start a conversation yourself.

� Some programs may have the option to also speak to it. In that case, you can also
have the conversation spoken instead of written.

v c) Ask for a level assessment After 5–10 minutes of chatting, you tell the LLM:

ç Prompt

This is the end of the conversation. Give me an estimation of my language level. Make
me a short summary in bullet points of a few areas I need to work on to improve.
After that, pose me a first exercise to work on these areas. Give me one exercise at
the time, posing a new one after I answered the first and adjust the level according
to my answers. If my level allows it, the exercises can be posed in the new language.
If not, please pose the questions in english.

v Assignment 3: Personalized lesson

Now, do the exercises provided to you by the LLM. If the lesson is not to your wishes,
just tell the LLM so, and it will adjust to your needs. Remember: you are the one in
charge! For example, you can say:

� What is the meaning of [word]

� This exercise is too basic, please make it more challenging.

� Can you give me an exercise about . . . instead?

� I do not know how to do this, please break it down in smaller steps.

� Instead of English, can you do the general instructions and explanations in my
mothertonge [fill in your mothertonge].

At the end of the lesson, ask the LLM for a summary of the topics you covered and the
new things you learned. Also, ask it for a short description of a follow up lesson that you
could do next time. You can use the following prompt as a basis, but feel free to change
it to your wishes.

ç Prompt
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This is the end of the first lesson. Can you make a summary of the things I learned
this lesson, and what you advice me to work next. Also, give a short description (less
than 200 words, using bulletpoints) of the program of a next 30 minute lesson that I
could do.

Now, answer the following questions.

� Question 4: What did you learn in this lesson?

� Question 5: What could you work on in a follow-up lesson?

v Assignment 4: Final discussion

Discuss in small groups and be ready to share the answers in class:

� Did you feel like the LLM got a good impression of your language skill?

� Compare the exercises that the LLM provided. Which one did you like? Which
one did you not like?

� Did it work to give the LLM feedback and make it change the lesson to your wishes?

� Can you come up with other ways in which you could use AI to improve your
language skill?
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